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The new Interstate 17 interchange at Jomax Road in the north Valley opens Wednesday.  

Doug Nintzel of the Arizona Department of Transportation said the interchange will have a major impact on 
one of the fastest growing areas of the Valley.  

"It means less pressure on the interchange at Happy Valley Road," Nintzel said. "A major employer like 
USAA (Insurance) will be able to have a portion of its staff actually using the Jomax interchange."  

While the Jomax interchange will open Wednesday, some restrictions will remain.  

"For the next month or so, the southbound off-ramp will remain closed because we have construction of a 
large soundwall along the frontage road in that area," Nintzel said.  

The Jomax Road interchange is part of a $250 million I-17 project, which includes widening of the freeway.  

"To finish the Jomax interchange will be great. We've already opened up the Dixileta interchange, and now 
we look forward to even having the major improvements at the Carefree Highway interchange completed by 
early next month," said Nintzel.  

Bill Putnam, senior vice president of USAA, is delighted with the improvements to I-17.  

"This is a growing, economic, vibrant area," Putnam said. "We have brought a lot of good, solid jobs to the 
north Valley and we intend to be here for a long, long time."  

USAA has about 3,000 workers at its north Phoenix location.  

"I think we're probably the largest employer along this corridor with a very tightly scheduled workforce," 
Putnam said, ``so had there been any burps or interruptions in what ADOT's program was, we would have 
felt it."  

 
 

 


